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WHISTLERS, OR, AN EVENING WITH THE THICKHEADS 
by Valda Dedman 


(Based on a talk given to the G.F.N.C. Bird Group on 28 February, 1995.) 


The whistlers belong to the Pachycephala genus and were known by the 

common name of thickheads up until fairly recent times when the term 

whistler became more widely used. The genus is not unique to Australia; 

there are 28 species in the world, ranging from south-east Asia through 
Australasia to the Pacific Islands. Eight distinct species are now generally @ 
recognised in Australia, with many subspecies, especially of the Rufous and 

Golden Whistlers. The closest relatives to the whistlers are the shrike-tits 

and shrike-thrushes. 


General Characteristics 


The name thickhead arose from the characteristic round head and short 
neck, particularly obvious as the bird turns its head from side to side, a 
typical behaviour, which, together with its dumpy build and distinctive 
patterning on the back, make up its "jizz". 


Whistlers range in length from 14.5 cm (Grey) to 20.5 cm (Red-lored and 
Olive). By comparison the Grey Shrike-thrush averages 24 cm in length, 
which helps to distinguish it from the juvenile Golden Whistler (17 cm) 
whose plumage may appear similar. The sexes are dimorphic (the males 
have different plumage from the females), two notable exceptions being the 
Olive and the Red-lored. 


Mangrove Golden and White-breasted Whistlers also feed on crabs. All are © 
methodical feeders, perching and watching for insects before flying to 
intercept their prey. They build shallow cup nests, usually low down in small 
forks and foliage. Two or three eggs are produced- white, buff or cream 
with brown markings at the larger end. Nest building and caring for 
nestlings is shared by both parents. Although they are strongly territorial in 
the breeding season, at other times they wander in small groups. However, 


one is more likely to see solitary birds, especially when they visit Geelong 
gardens. 


As their present common name implies, whistlers are famed for their call. 
Higher pitched than that of the shrike-thrush and with a longer sequence of 
notes, the song is of two distinct types. These consist of a memorable 
explosion of sound, often prompted by a loud noise such as thunder (hence 
the colloquial name "Thunderbird") and soft notes which have been 
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described as "pensive still small voices with a curious indrawn quality". 


Distribution in Australia 


Rufous Whistler P. rufiventris found all over mainland Australia. Rarely recorded from 
Tasmania. 


White-breasted Whistler P. lanioides found in the coastal rainforest areas of west and north 
Australia. 


Golden Whistler P. pectoralis found in woodlands in the s.w of W.A., southem and eastern 
Australia as far north as Cooktown, and Tasmania. 


Mangrove Golden Whistler P. melanura limited to the coastal mangroves of northern 
Australia. 
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rey whistler P. simplex found in coastal rainforests of Northem Territory and Queensland. 


Olive Whistler P. olivacea found in the wetter areas of south eastern Australia and Tasmania. 


Gilbert's Whistler P. inornata found in mallee scrub through Vic, S.A. and W.A. 


Red-lored Whistler P. rufogularis found in a limited zone of mallee from n.w. Vic., n.e. S.A. 
and central N.S.W. 


Victorian Whistlers 


Rufous Whistler 


There are many races of the Rufous Whistler throughout Australia. In 
general, the birds of the south are of a brighter colour than northern races, 
and slightly larger. The local race is the nominate race Pachycephala 
rufiventris rufiventris. Immature males are similar to the females and they 
may remain in this plumage for about 3 years. A breeding male still in 
immature plumage has been noted by Gordon McCarthy. 


The nesting season lasts from August until February. The nest is loosely 
woven of twigs, rootlets and stems on a cobweb base and takes 2-7 days 
to build. Two or three eggs are laid and hatch in 15 days. The young 
remain a further 15 days in the nest and although they can be fully 
independent in 6 weeks the parents continue to feed them for another 6 
weeks. It appears that the female cares for the first nestling and the male 
looks after the second. 
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| once tried to rear a young Rufous Whistler | had found below a nest where 
two others were being actively fed. | had to learn how to make the bird 
open its mouth to receive the stick insects of which it was particularly fond. 
| discovered that it was the vibration of the nest itself, not the presence of 
food or even the touching of any part of the bird that stimulated it to make 
a noise, stretch tall and open wide its mouth. Shortly after eating the bird 
would climb to the side of the nest and defecate right over the edge, thus 
keeping the interior of the nest quite clean. Gordon McCarthy has observed 
the adult taking away a faecal sac from the nest. 


In the Geelong region the Rufous Whistler is usually seen from August 
through until about May, although an occasional bird may overwinter. Ray | 
Baverstock recorded the species in July of 1982, 1983 and 1984. Most 
birds make a nomadic movement north over the winter months. Charles 
Belcher commented in 1914, "One hears it first about the second week in 


September, immediately on the birds’ arrival, and nesting starts a week or 
two later. 


He found 6 pairs breeding in Eastern Park, and Craig Morley reports that 
they probably bred there between 1979 and 1990. They have been 
recorded breeding in Belmont and are well known from woodiand all around 
Geelong. It is interesting to note that Belcher did not find them between 
Ocean Grove, Drysdale and Queenscliff. After the Ash Wednesday fires, 8 
were found beachwashed along the southern coast. 


The Rufous Whistlers song has been described as "sunlight made vocal". 
Quiet in winter, with the coming of spring and courtship, the birds indulge in 
much singing as well as chasing, bowing and displaying. Song is used by 
both sexes in the defence of territory. Song components include a 
whipcrack "Eeeeee-chong", uttered several times before a trilling chatter, 


and a monotonously repeated “Joey, joey, joey.” Autumn brings on a 
subdued sub-song. 


Golden Whistler 


Golden Whistlers may be found in a range of habitats, from rainforest to 
mallee woodlands, the most diverse of any of the whistlers. 


Various races of the Golden Whistler are found in the islands to the north 
and east of Australia. There has been some dispute as to the status of the 
Mangrove Golden Whistler; some consider it to be one of the many races 
of the Golden Whistler. Where the two species overlap, however, 
interbreeding does not appear to take place. The beautiful plumage of the 
male is attained in its third year, but immature males and females also 
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produce the melodious songs of this species. 


The Golden Whistler builds a slightly more substantial nest than the Rufous, 
and may incorporate some green material. It has been recorded nesting in 


the Otway region as close as Airey’s Inlet and at Steiglitz (Gordon 
McCarthy). 


The Golden Whistler is not usually found close to Geelong from November 
to March, but during the winter months it is a frequent visitor to Geelong 
gardens. In a survey of the birds of Eastern Park Craig Morley recorded 
them 73% of the time during winter, but only 9% during summer. Thirty 
beachwashed birds were found between Bancoora and Fairhaven after the 


1983 Ash Wednesday fires. The birds reappeared at Moggs Creek in the 
spring of 1984. 


The earliest record | have for the Geelong region is from the Agricultural and 
Horticultural Gazette of November 1857: 


Flitting about in the Tea tree scrub in search of insects, the 
Black-crowned Thrush or Thunder Bird (Pachycephala gutturalis) 
is a pleasing object of note. His plumage is greenish yellow on 
the back; bill and crown of head black, with streak of that color 
running down each side of the neck, and a broad band of yellow 
at the nape. The throat is white, with a band of black below. 


Belcher commented that he had never seen a male bird in the town of 


Geelong. He must have been unlucky, although female or immature males 
are still seen more frequently here. 


The call may be described as a rising "Whit-whit-whit-whittle" or a brisk 
"Dee-dee-dee-ah-whit". The contact call is s single rising "Seeeep". The 
female’s song is softer and more plaintive. 


Olive Whistler 


This bird is found in the wetter parts of the state and is fairly common in the 
Otway Ranges. The sexes are similar in appearance, although the female 
is slightly duller. The olive brown colour and its larger size help to 
distinguish it from the female Golden Whistler, which | had occasion to note 
when both species were present together in my Geelong garden some years 
ago. | was very fortunate to have an Olive Whistler as a regular visitor from 
the end of June until the end of August 1981. It would come in each 
morning about 8.15 a.m. and feed on bird pudding. Sometimes it stayed 
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throughout the day and occasionally it called softly. On 4 July 1982 it 
passed through again, for | saw it on the ground below the bird pudding. 


| have not observed one in the garden since and know of no other records 
from urban Geelong. 


The song of the Olive Whistler is very distinctive, of two notes, one high and 
the other much lower. Mr. Mulder, according to Belcher, claimed that the 
first note was on the fifth of the scale and the second an octave lower. 


Gilbert’s Whistler 


Although the practice of naming species after individuals is a 
means by which the names of men eminent for their scientific 
attainments be perpetuated to after-ages, | have ever questioned 
its propriety, and have rarely resorted to it; but in assigning the 
name of Gilberti to this interesting bird, | feel that | only paid a 
just compliment to one who most assiduously assisted me in the 
laborious investigations required for the production of the 'Birds 
of Australia’, and who was the discoverer of the species.” 


The specific name lives on only in the vernacular form for the species had 
already been named inornata, which reflects its plain grey coloration. John 
Gilbert, who collected for John Gould and who was speared to death by 
aborigines in northern Queensland while on an expedition with Ludwig 
Leichardt, would have preferred to have had the Paradise Parrot named 
after him. Ironically, this parrot is possibly now extinct. 


Gilbert's Whistler occupies a similar mallee habitat to the Red-lored Whistler, 
but is much more widespread. The male can be distinguished from the 
latter bird by its black lores and the absence of red on the breast. 


It spends much of its time on the ground, searching for spiders, grubs and 
caterpillars. Except when nesting, it is a quiet, unobtrusive bird. Its nest 
is usually built in the fork of a dense bushy shrub, only a few feet from the 


ground, although it has also frequently been found in top of an old White- 
browed Babbler’s nest. 


As with other whistlers, the call of the Gilbert Whistler may be rich and far 
carrying or sweet and haunting. There are also various guttural notes, one 
resembling “Rath-u, rath-u" or U-rath, u-rath". When excited or stimulated 
by a loud noise, it may repeatedly call "Chook chook chook. Its ventriloquial 
ability may make it hard to locate. 
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Gilbert's Whistler has rarely been recorded from the Geelong district. On 
27 July 1957 it was seen on Hovell’s Creek at Wooloomanata and on 4 April 
1981 Ina Mcintyre and Lorna Chappell recorded it in the Bannockburn bush. 


Red-lored Whistler 


John Gould collected this bird himself, from thinly timbered forest quite close 
to Adelaide. He commented that he usually encountered only one bird at 
a time and that "its actions were so particularly quiet, and its plumage so 
unattractive, that it might easily be overlooked"? 


And overlooked it was, for many decades, so much so that ornithologists 
began to think that either Gould had described a sport or that the bird had 
become extinct. It remained a doubtful species until 1911, when Captain 
S.A. White obtained a specimen from Karoonda 100 miles to the east of 


Adelaide. More specimens were soon collected. Chandlers account is 
worth quoting in full. 


One day (20th September), while on the fringe of the desert, in 
some porcupine grass (Triodia), | heard the call of a Whistler 
which resembled slightly that of P. gilberti, but still was distinct. 
| raced through the porcupine grass at full speed, for the call of 
the bird was growing fainter. Presently, about 80 yards ahead, | 
caught a glimpse of the bird, and was satisfied that it was larger 
than P. gilberti. For three or four minutes | followed it, guided by 
the call, through dense sapling mallee and porcupine grass. 
Suddenly | saw the form of a bird move through the leaves of a 
mallee sapling ahead. | took a quick snapshot, and a few 
seconds later had the pleasure of handling a perfect male 
specimen of P. rufogularis. The next thing was to find the female 
bird and nest; but although often in this neighbourhood, | never 
obtained a glimpse of this rare species.’ 


Ornithologists were still reluctant to class it as a separate species, believing 
it to be an immature form of Gilberts Whistler, since both species were 
often found in the same patch of mallee scrub. 


The matter was finally cleared up in 1935, through a description of the 
female of both species, by two separate ornithologists at almost the same 
time. After a trip to the Mallee F.E. Parsons dropped a "bombshell" at a 
meeting of the South Australian Ornithologists Association when he declared 
that the female of the species was almost identical to the male, which he 
had proved by dissection. He asked however that his discovery remain a 
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secret until he had examined other birds. 


Meanwhile Alec Chisholm and F.E. Howe visited the Victorian mallee in the 


spring of 1935 and came to the same conclusion. Chisholm's account gives 
some idea of their excitement: 


Mr. F. Howe directed me, in wild country, to a brooding bird on 
a nest in a broken broom-bush. "A Crested Bell-bird," Howe 
said, after a hasty glance. "A Gilbert Whistler", said |, after an 
equally hasty glance. But when the bird flushed | saw at once 
that it was not the Gilbert Whistler as | used to know that species 
twenty years ago in central Victoria ... ; it was brighter-coloured 
than even the brightest of male "Gilberts". Presently, in response 
to a squeak, another bird dashed up, and it became apparent 
that the first bird was a female, since the newcomer was brighter 
still. Both birds exercised charming voices; their notes were 


richer and fuller than the "Gilbert" calls that echoed in memory 
across the years.® 


The Red-lored Whistler's nest is much neater than the Gilbert's. Often built 
into the top of a porcupine grass clump, shaded by an overhanging bush, 


it may have green tendrils of Cassytha creeper worked into the walls and 
lining. 


Its call is distinct and has been described as a loud clear whistle followed 
by a sound like a breath drawn in through partly closed lips. There is also 
a mewing cat sound. Today the Red-lored Whistler has a very limited 
distribution and has not been recorded from the Geelong region. 


Notes 


1. Belcher, C. (1914). Birds of Geelong. Griffiths, Geelong. p. 233. 


2. Gould, J. (1965). Handbook to the birds of Australia. 
3. Ibid. 


4. Emu xiii, July 1913. p. 42. 
5. Emu xxxv, April 1936. p. 321-322. 
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COMING EVENTS 


May 6/7 You Yangs Boneseed Eradication 
& Leaders: Rob Beardsley Ph: 411 951 
Valda Dedman Ph: 432 374 
9 Plant Group: Les Barrow. 
"Adaptation to Fire: Unique to Australia?" 
21 Excursion: Mt Anakie and Parwan Creek. 
Leaders: Graeme Tribe Ph: 552 302 
David Taylor. 
23 Bird Group: Gordon McCarthy. "Bower Birds" 
24 Biodiversity Workshop: “Scats, Pellets and Bones" 


Juni 6 General Meeting. "Timelines" Alan Reid 
10-12 Campout. Little Desert. 
Leader: Dick Southcombe Ph. 433 916 
13 Plant Group. "A Plant Family" Chris Hose 
18 Excursion. Winchelsea & Lake Murdeduke 
Leaders: Penny Smith Ph. 431 748 
Geoff Mathison Ph. 672 376 
27 Bird Group. “Dusky Moorhens" Sean Pywell 
28 Biodiversity Workshop. Beetles: Les Barrow 


TONIGHT 


We welcome Gary Gibson who will speak to us on 
‘Seismicity and Earthquake Hazards in Australia’. Gary 
lectured in physics, geology and geophysics to 1975 when 
he became seismologist in charge of the Seismology 
Research Centre at Phillip Institute of Technology. 
Since his department became a consulting service in 1988 
he has worked on many major projects in Australia and 
countries to our north. We look forward to Gary's talk. 


REMINDERS See inside rear cover. 


MONTHLY EXCURSION 

Mt Anakie - Parwan Creek Excursion, Sunday 21st May. 
Depart Karingal 9.00 am. 

Leaders: Graeme Tribe Tel: 552 302) and David Taylor. 


This excursion is designed to maximise your appreciation 
of the rich and varied geological phenomena that exists 
in the Geelong area. You will be shown the Port Phillip 
sunk-lands and the earth movements that border it. 


Bring a hammer to help expose the many secrets of the 
area. 


A community bus has been hired for the day; please put 
your name on the list for the bus tonight. 


Graeme Tribe. 


MAY ALERT “What is happening where" 


Club members are invited to advise me (Tel: 292 898) of 
notable “happenings” on the general nature scene so that 
this Monthly Alert column can be developed. I need your 
information one week prior to our general meeting. 


Astroloma humifusum (Cranberry Heath) Anglesea/You Yangs 
Pterostylis truncata (Brittle Greenhood) 
You Yangs - against granite boulders. 
Pterostylis revoluta (Autumn Greenhood) 
Brisbane Ranges - Wildflower Tk. 
Epacris impressa (Common Heath) Anglesea 
Eriochilus cucullatus (Parsons Bands) Inverleigh 
Cordyceps sp. (Vegetable Caterpillar Fungus) Bush sites. 
A real, very dead caterpillar on the end of this. 


Joe Hubbard 
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LITTLE DESERT CAMPOUT JUNE 10.11.12. 


Base: Whimpey's Little Desert Lodge. 16 km S of Nhill. 


Activities:Members of Nhill Bird Observers will lead and 
excursion on Saturday, naturalist Clive Crouch will lead 
a wide-ranging excursion on Sunday and botanist Fred 
Rogers will lead us to one of his favoured habitats on 
our way home on Monday. 


Our leaders have been invited to join us for dinner on 
Saturday evening. After dinner, Clive will present a 
Little Desert/Big Desert slide show. 


Accommodation: Bed and light breakfast. 
Per person per day 


4 person bunkroom: 


All bedding, towels etc supplied $22 
One blanket and pillow supplied $14 
m ” " ` " (student) $9 

2/3 person ensuite 
All bedding, towels supplied $30 
Single person ensuite, all bedding, towels $45 


Electric blankets in all beds and bunks. 
Camping: Powered site $11, unpowered site $9. 


Meals: 3 course dinner $14, children under 12 $7, 
cut lunch $4.50. 


Payment: Please confirm your accommodation, camping and 
meal requirements tonight and pay me in full by May 9th. 


Transport: Please advise if you require transport. 
Campers staying at Whimpey's from Wednesday, please 
advise and those bookings will be arranged also. 

Campers travelling to Whimpey's Saturday morning will 
receive excursion directions on arrival. 


Dick Southcombe (Tel: 433 916) 
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BONESEED ERADICATION - YOU YANGS (Saddle Picnic Area) 


Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th May, 1995. 

9 am. start Saturday, 10 am. Sunday. 

Leaders: Rob Beardsley(411 951) Valda Dedman (432 374) 
Location: Meet at Saddle Carpark. (see map). 


No, your eyes are not deceiving you! We are having a 
‘small ‘fry' removal of the dreaded weed during the 
‘merry’ month. Nothing like a change. Our normal time 


of year removal sessions will also take place come 
Autumn. 


As always, volunteers will be admitted to the park free 


of charge provided they identify themselves at the park 
office. 


BRING: Gloves, spade/mattock, binoculars,wet/warm gear, 
eye protection and lunch. 
Those wishing to cook (BBQ) at lunchtime can do 
so as firewood will be available. 


Rob Beardsley 
MEMBER PROFILE 


Have you ever wondered how the speaker's addressfrom the 
general meeting ends up in the newsletter? It is by the 
hard work of Roy Whiteside. 


We are more used to seeing Roy connecting up cables for 
the public address system, but after the meeting hetakes 
an audio tape home and plays it over and overand over to 
produce notes from which to prepare the report and then 
the improved version and so on. Can you imagine trying 
to get the scientific namescorrect from a tape? When it 
is finally ready he sends in a computer disk for 
inclusion in the newsletter and there is no re-typing. 


Thank you Roy. 


Saddle 
+ Flinders 
Peak 
Turntable 
R G 
e 
y 
s/y 
x a you yanas STATE FOREST. © 
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NEXT PLANT GROUP HEETING 

All members are invited to our meeting on May 9th, when 
Les Barrow will speak on “Adaptation to Fire: Unique to 
Australia". The use or misuse of fire in managing public 
reserves is a matter that heats people up: in more ways 
than one. We look forward to this talk by Les as it is 
quite timely - we have been asked to consider and comment 
on the options available to manage the railway reserves 
being surveyed. 


Please attend and give us the benefit of your experience. 


Dick Southcombe 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Two new additions to the library are Michael Morcombe's 
"The Great Australian Birdfinder"” and “Nature Watch" by 
Julian Pettifer and Robin Brown. 


These are two of the wide selectionof books given to the 
library by the Rev.Father Tony Eames, a GFNC member. 


The Birdfinder is a very authoritative volume - its 
contents are divided into sections on habitats, 
Australian bird regions (14) and over 640 species, all 
very clearly cross referenced. It is illustrated with 
Michael Morcombe's photographs selected from those taken 
over a twenty year period, also paintings done by the 
author himself. Some of the action photographs are 
really delightful. 


"Nature Watch is a book to be read and enjoyed. It is 
based on a major ATV series of which Julian Pettifer was 
the presenter. Robin Brown is a senior ATV 
producer/director. It is a collection of stories about 
naturalists and their particular specialities. Amongst 
the twelve chosen are: Konrad Lorenz, Miriam Rothschild, 
Tom Eisner and Densey Clyne. The book is well 
illustrated, entertaining and enlightening. 


March '95 "Australian Bird Watcher" contains an article 
on White Wagtails seen in Victoria in 1992. There are 
three reports, one in Gippsland and the other two on the 
West Coast, one at Portland and the other at Anglesea. 
Trevor Pescott was one of the Anglesea observers, so as 
well as being of general interest, the article has a 
specific local significance for us. 


The Victorian Field Naturalist Vol.112(1) for February 
'95 concentrates on Victorian invertebrates,terrestrial, 
fresh water and marine. It has a number of interesting 
contributions covering conservation Status and 
Strategies, listing for the Flora and FaunaGuarantee Act 
and a wide variety of other interesting information. 


Betty Moore. 


THEATRE OUTING May 20th. 


Two One Act Plays "The Past & The Present" and 

"Back in the Swim". At the Anglesea Hall, McMillan St. 
Three course meal $18. BYO drinks. 

Please be seated by 6.50 pm. 


Collect tickets from me before May 9th 


Shirley Southcombe (Tel: 433 916) 
PLANT GROUP REPORT 


The guest speaker at our April meeting was David 
Sutherland, Supervisor of Reserves, Barwon Water. 


Assisted by video and slides, David described the work of 
his department in maintaining and improving the Barwon 
River corridor from Buckleys Falls to Lake Connewarre. 


He stressed the importance of community involvement in 
the planning and implementation of projects such as 
walking tracks, planting of indigenous plants to replace 
introduced species and the protection and reclamation of 


natural features such as wetlands and historical sites 
eg. Yollinko. 


Up to now, community involvement has been more a hands on 
approach but he anticipates the creation of management 
type communities which would include community 
representatives from groups such as ours. These 
committees would enhance the idea of community ownership 
and responsibility toward the Barwon River. 


An important component is the Barwon Water nursery which 
supplies the planting stock of indigenous species as well 
as continuing research into cost effective and reliable 
planting procedures. Over five years, the nursery has 
produced well in excess of 200,000 tube stock plants and 
provided the bulk of the plants in the Barwon corridor. 
Plantings along the Stan Lewis Walk achieved a 90% 
success rate. 


Joe Hubbard 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


Several letters have been sent to the Club which are of 
interest to Bird group members. 


a) 1996 Ramsar Conference; the wetlands of Australia 
will be the centre of attention when the 1996 
Conference of Contracting Parties to the Convention 
of wetlands of International Importance (usually 
known as the Ramsar Convention) takes place in 
Brisbane. 1000 experts from 100 countries will be 
attending. An information package is available for 
members to peruse. 


b) The R.A.O.U. has produced an update on the taxonomy 
and common names of all Australian birds. A book 
giving full details of why the changes were made is 


available plus pocket sized complete Australian 
Bird list cards. 


c) The Land Conservation Council has produced their 
proposed recommendations for Marine and Coastal 
areaS of Victoria. This document gives proposed 
zonings for local marine areas and should be 
commented upon by our members. 


The guest speaker for the evening was John McLaughlin who 
spoke to us on the status of the Black-eared Miner. John 


has been involved in the study of this species for many 
years. 


The clearance of mallee scrub has lead to a rapid decline 
in the population of Black-eared Miners. The population 
of these birds has declined to the extent that it is 


estimated that only 30 pure-bred birds remain in 
Victoria. 


Many studies of the bird have been made since the early 
1980's. These studies have shown that the preferred 
habitat of the birds is dense stands of old growth mallee 
that have not been affected by fire for 50 years or more. 
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The birds have bred with the more common Yellow-throated 
Miner and it appears that the Black-eared Miner may well 
become extinct due to being bred out of existence as the 
flow of genetic material from the Yellow-throated Miner 
swamps the Black-eared Miner. 


Before widespread clearing took place, these two species 
occupied distinctly different zones within the mallee, 
with the Yellow-throated Miner preferring the more open 
sections. Clearing has led to an increase in the numbers 
of Yellow-throated Miners and intermingling with the 
Black-eared Miner as the more dense mallee was the 
preferred land type for farming after it was cleared. 


Although many studies have identified the problems faced 
by the Black-eared Miner, no management strategy to try 
and save the species has been developed. Some form of 
captive breeding program and habitat protection will be 
needed, but the fate of this species doomed to extinction 
unless measures are taken very soon. 


Barry Lingham 


RAILWAY RESERVE SURVEYS Wednesday, 10th May, 10 am. 


Club members are invited to join the plant group at 10 am 
Wednesday 10th May, when we will commence our Botanic 
Guardians Project autumn survey. We will meet at 
Willowvale Rd between Mt.Duneed Rd and the railway line. 


The survey site 274-275 extends about lkm from Willowvale 
Rd to the railway bridge over Mt.Duneed Rd. On 


completion, we will proceed to site 276-277 at 
Winchelsea. 


Although we are only required to survey the vegetation, 
the help of members with other special interests will 
enable a more comprehensive report to be documented. 


Bring reference books and come prepared for a day's 
outing. 


Dick Southcombe 
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OBSERVATION REPORTS 


Observations were submitted by Barry Lingham (BL), Valda 
Dedman (VWD), Rohan Bugg (RBu), John Bottomley (JB), Ray 
Baverstock (RBa), Craig Morley (CM) and Joe Hubbard (JH) 


Darter 1, 10/4/95, Cobbledicks Ford RBu 
Cattle Egret 2, 12/4/95, Ceres VWD 
Glossy Ibis 2, 13/4/95, Werribee Farm RBu 
Straw-necked Ibis 16, 11/4/95, Highton RBa 
Royal Spoonbill 1, 10/4/95, Hoppers Crossing RBu 
Pacific Black Duck 30+, 10/4/95, RBa 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 3, 6/4/95, Cobbledicks Ford RBu 
Little Eagle 2, 5/4/95, Werribee River RBu 

2, 6/4/95, Cobbledick's Ford RBu 
Peregrine Falcon 3, 19/4/95, Newtown CM 
Australian Hobby 1, 9/4/95, Anakie RBu 
Double-banded Plover 1(pale), 13/4/95, Werribee Farm RBu 
Lesser Yellow Legs 1, 13/4/95, Werribee Farm RBu 
Arctic Jaeger 1, 9/4/95, Limeburners Lagoon JH 
Silver Gull 6, 1/4/95, Highton home, RBa 
Common Bronzewing 1, 23/4/95, Eynsbury RBu 
Crimson Rosellas, April, eating apples, Highton VWD 
Eastern Rosella 5, 25/4/95, Eastern Park CM 
Blue-winged Parrot 1, 11/4/95, Werribee River RBu 

1, 10/4/95, Hoppers Crossing RBu 
White-throated Needletail 30, 15/4/95, Newtown JH 

1, 5/4/95, Newtown CM 

20, 6/4/95, Cobbledicks Ford RBu 
Welcome Swallow 100+, 10/4/95, Barwon River RBa 
Blackbird 11, 13/4/95, Newtown CM 
Song Thrush 1, 4/4/95, Newtown JH 

l, 12/4/95, Newtown CH 
Pink Robin 1, 25/4/95, Botanical Gardens CH 
Flame Robin 2, 23/4/95, Cobbledicks Ford RBu 

l, 24/4/95, Barwon Valley Golf Course CH 

l, 12/4/95, Barwon Valley Golf Course CH 

2, 25/4/95, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BL 
Scarlet Robin 2, 25/4/95, Brisbane Ranges RBu 
Golden Whistler 1, 5/4/95, Werribee River RBu 

1, 19,20,14/4/95, Newtown CM 

3, 25/4/95, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Grey Shrike-thrush 1, 6/4/95, Cobbledicks Ford RBu 
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Grey Fantail 1, 18/4/95, Highton RBa 
1, 12,19,20,24/4/95, Highton CM 
Willie Wagtail 3, 9/4/95, Fyansford RBa 
Speckled Warbler 2, 23/4/95, Eynsbury RBu 
Southern Whiteface 3, 23/4/95, Eynsbury RBu 
Red Wattlebird 2, 14/4/95, Swooping on Barwon River JB 
5, 13/4/95, feeding on ants JH 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 1, 9/4/95, Newtown JH 
2, 12/4/95, Barwon Valley Golf Course CM 
8, 15/4/95, Newtown CM 
3+3, 19/4/95, Newtown CH 
8, 24/4/95, Newtown CH 
1, 24/4/95, Barwon Valley Golf Course CM 
Eastern Spinebill 1, 6/4/95, Highton RBa 
Silvereye 2, 15/4/95 Highton (few seen this year) RBa 
Zebra Finch 10+, 24/4/95, Little River RBu 
30+, 23/4/95, Eynsbury RBu 
Little Ravens 800+, 15/4/95, Gheringhap CH 


OFFICE BEARERS 1995/96. 


After the April elections, the office bearers and 
committee for the club this year are: 


President Ture Hergstrom 
Vice President Claire McCormick 
Immediate Past President Graeme Tribe 
Honorary Secretary Barry Lingham 
Honorary Treasurer Ray Baverstock 
Committee Les Barrow 


Rob Beardsley 
Dennis Greenwell 
Peter Hackett 
Rachel Keary 
Diana Primrose 


Dick Southcombe 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 


Honorary Monthly News Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 


We welcome Les, Rachel and Peter and hope that the new 
committee has a successful year. 
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COSHOS CORNER 


If you missed the planet Mercury because it was too early 
in the morning, perhaps I could interest you at 9.00 pm. 
Look low in the eastern sky and home in on the brightest 
object which is the huge Jupiter. Just above it is the 
giant red star Antares in the constellation of Scorpius. 


Antares is also called "The Rival of Mars" because it is 
so red. You can compare it with Mars which crosses the 
north-south meridian at around 8pm. It is about 1,800 
times as bright and 300 times the diameter of our Sun 
which makes it a real giant. 
While you are outside, note how high the Southern Cross 
is inthe sky. My dear wife is overseas and she will 
just be able to see it in parts of the northern 
hemisphere. Keep watching for the next month because the 
cross will go even higher yet. 

B is for BEARDSLEY, brave battler of BONESEED 

O is for OTHERS to help him succeed 

N is for NASTY, NO-GOOD, and NOXIOUS 
is for EVERYONE to ERADICATE the weed 
is for SEEDLINGS to pull on SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
is for ENTHUSIASM to carry the day 


is for EFFORT and ENERGY - you will need them 


o mam Fw NH Bw 


is for DEDMAN, DASTARDLY DESTROYER 
and DATES 6th and 7th MAY. 


I warned you about them last month. (Ed) 
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ROSTERS 
Supper Hall Library 

Jun Noreen Arthur Bob Preston Lorraine Preston 
Isobel Wager Dick Southcombe 

Jul Betty Quirk Bob Preston Lorraine Preston 
Betty King Craig Morley 

REMINDERS 


We were squeezed off the front cover this month by 
pressure on space, but at least we are in: 


Boneseed Eradication: May 6/7 (Page 4) 
(I promise I won't mention this again) 


Theatre Night: Collect tickets from Shirley 
before May 9th. (Page 7) 


Railway Reserve Survey: Wednesday May 10th. (Page 9) 
Subscriptions: Sorry to spoil your day, but they are due. 


Supporting member (CUTE ig LISTEN ppa ) $30.00 


Ordinary 3 22.00 
Joint/Family " i u 3 30.00 
Junior/Student y s n 5.00 
Corporate member ss is K 30.00 
Subscriber to monthly publications only 17.00 


If you are mailing in your subscription, why not make the 
most of your stamp by letting us know what changes you 
would like to see in the newsletter or the magazine. 


And, if we have committed the unpardonable by spelling 
your name or address incorrectly, do let us know. 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB Inc. 


President Vice President Secretary 
Ture Hergstrom Claire McCormick Barry Lingham 
40 South St 4 White St 49 Cuthbertson Dve 
Belmont 3216 Belmont 3216 Ocean Grove 3226 
Ph: 432 164 Ph: 437 047 Ph: 554 291 
Treasurer Monthly News’ Editor i 
Ray Baverstock Alban Lloyd-Jones ma KS ® 
13 Helena St 6 Armitage Court 
Highton 3216 Belmont 3216“ 
Ph: 437 025 Ph: 433 704 


Committee Members 

Les Barrow, Rob Beardsley, Dennis Greenwell, 
Peter Hackett, Rachel Keary, Diana Primrose, 
Dick Southcombe and Graeme Tribe. 


THE G.F.N.C. MONTHLY NEWS 
GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC |SURFACE || POSTAGE 
P.O. Box 1047, Geelong, Vic. 3220 PAID 


Print Post Approved MAIL AUSTRALIA 
PP 333139 / 00016 


The Librarian 

Museum of Vic Library 
285 Russell Street 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
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YOLLINKO WETLAND PROJECT - WILDLIFE NESTING BOXES 
by Dennis Greenwell 


In June 1994, the G.F.N.C. received a letter from Barwon Water, requesting 
assistance in the management of a number of nesting boxes, which had 
been installed at the Yollinko Wetland. This is just upstream from. Princes 
Bridge on the north bank of the Barwon River. It sounded a worthwhile 
project and | decided that | would like to become involved. 


The number and type of boxes were as follows:- 
- Five boxes suitable for parrots up to the size of a Rosella 
- Six boxes having a piece of P.V.C. pipe for its entrance, 
designed for pardalotes 
- Five boxes having a narrow slit entrance underneath for bats. 


When | first visited the Wetland, | noticed a number of matters that required 
attention and contacted Barwon Water accordingly, 

1. Boxes need to be modified to have hinged lids for inspection 
purposes and be numbered on the underside for easy 
identification. ! 

2. The locations where installed were not all suitable and | 
suggested that after these modifications had been carried out, it 
should be left to the club to position them correctly. The box 
numbers would then be marked on a site plan. 

3. A key for the barrier should be made available to allow vehicular 
access for easy transportation of ladder, etc. 

4.  Identification/authority should be provided to satisfy inquiries by 
Police and the general public. 


All of these matters were attended to, though | did have one visit from the 
Police, who had been informed that there were "nest robbers" in the area. 
However, by the end of July, all the problems had been sorted out and the 
boxes were installed in their final positions. Within a few days of completing 
this task, | received a telephone call from Joanne Heatlie, who had helped 
Claire and | install them, to say that Rainbow Lorikeets were showing keen 
interest in box number two. Needless to say, this was most encouraging. 


| decided that the parrot boxes would be the only ones that needed to be 
checked physically, because of the concerned about attracting the 
unwelcome attention of starlings and Indian Mynahs. The other boxes 
would be safe from most pests, with the possible exception of bees. 


It was my intention to make fortnightly inspections with my first at the 
beginning of August. On this occasion | arrived to find that one of the parrot 
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boxes had fallen down. This wasn’t due to being insecurely fastened to the 
tree, but rather, that the back board of the box had separated from the rest 
of it. Of the remaining four boxes, three contained nesting material that | 
supposed to be that of starlings which | removed and the fourth box (No. 


2 that Joanne had reported on earlier) had just the sawdust | had originally 
put in and a few lorikeet feathers. 


This was to be the pattern each fortnight, right up until the Christmas break, 
though the Rainbow Lorikeets soon deserted their nesting box. There were 
now four boxes from which to remove nesting material and in some cases 


as many as five eggs, not of Starlings as previously thought but of Indian 
Mynahs. 


During the Christmas holidays | was unable to continue my fortnightly 
inspections and it wasn't until about the third week in January that | next 
checked the boxes, only to find that another nesting box had fallen down 
(the same problem as the first one). Of the remaining three, two had 
completed nests that had obviously contained a brood that had recently 
fledged. When | carefully checked the last box, | could just catch a glimpse 
of Rainbow Lorikeet feathers and much encouraged, | quietly left it in peace. 


When | checked a fortnight latter, there were two incomplete nests in the 
first two boxes. Obviously the height of the nesting season was over and 
as | removed the pile of dried grass and pieces of plastic, the thought 
crossed my mind that this may be the last time for the season. When | 
checked the last box, there, through the gap in the door | could see the 
Rainbow Lorikeet feathers exactly as before. | had an unpleasant feeling 
that all was not well and decided to open the door fully. There in the bottom 


of the box was a dead Rainbow Lorikeet and on top of it an Indian Mynah's 
nest! 


One can only speculate on what had happened, but it is my belief, knowing 
how aggressive these birds are, that the lorikeet had been killed in a 
territorial dispute by the Indian Mynahs. 


As for the rest of the boxes, | decided to check them carefully to see if there 
was any sign of them having been used, as the season was apparently 
over, but about from a few spiders and earwigs, there was nothing inside 
any of the pardalote or bat boxes. | have since spoken to Grant Baverstock 
whose expertise on bats is well known and he gave me some bat droppings 
with which to make a slurry to apply to the boxes to make them more 
attractive to bats. A check will be kept on any progress in that direction. 
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With regard to the Yollinko Wetland Project in general as a habitat for native 
wildlife, early indications appear to be good, despite the fact that most of the 


water has dried up. This is, however, part of the natural cycle with many 
wetlands. 


The considerable disturbance created with the heavy machinery used in the 
digging of the ponds and ripping and poisoning of existing undesirable 
vegetation in preparation for extensive planting of indigenous vegetation, 
has had no apparent lasting effect and in particular it was encouraging to 
record the following five species of frogs in the last three months - 


Spotted Marsh Frog Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 
Pobble Bonk Frog Limnodynastes dumerilli 
Common Froglet Ranidella signifera 

Southern Brown Tree Frog Litoria ewingi 

Growling Grass Frog Litoria raniformis 


Also observed were up to six Latham’s Snipe feeding in the original 
billabong. 


In conclusion, it is my belief that positive steps be taken to eliminate the 
Indian Mynahs and Starlings from the area. The few mature River Red 
Gums with hollows appear to be largely occupied by these two pest species 
and as shown in this report, purpose built boxes simply provide further 
opportunities for the population of undesirables to grow. It is my intention 
to blank off the entrances of these bigger boxes until this matter is resolved 
with the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. | would like 
to see members of the G.F.N.C. Bird Group involved in the complete 
redesigning of the parrot boxes. 


Dennis Greenwell 
4 White St 
Belmont 3216 


Disclaimer 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in 
this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


Please contact the author before making use of any information 
contained in the magazine. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


It is with great pleasure that | can report our club achieving another 


successful year covering a wide range of program activities and supporting 
environment issues. 


The highlights of our club achievements this year were as follows:- 


. Participation in the Field Studies Skills Workshop. 
. Redesign of the newsletter and Geelong Naturalist. 
. Publication of the Geelong Bird Report. 
. Jerringot Reserve tree planting program. 
. Initiation of the Spartina eradication program. 
. Flora identification surveys in conjunction with 
the Dept of C. & N.R. 
. The community services awards to three members 
(Valda Dedman, Dick Southcombe and Graeme Tribe). 


. Continuation of the Boneseed removal working bees at the 
You Yangs. 


Several of our members serve on committees of management and review, 
associated with on-going environment and conservation programs. 


A program has been prepared to promote increased membership and will 
be on-going and commence with the issue of our new program for 1995/96. 


The club finances are in balance and the previous deficit situation resolved 
by the financial guidance of our treasurer Ray Baverstock. 


This year, a national register of clubs has been published and is the 


successful result of much work and planning carried out by Dick 
Southcombe. 


The diversity of subjects covered by guest speakers and excursions is a 
credit to the program co-ordinators and excursion leaders. 


We are also indebted to the newsletter editor, magazine and bird group 


publishing committees and article contributors who organise and support 
these important club functions. 


The library, supper and hall teams must be congratulated for the smooth 
running of the meetings. 
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Our leaders of the plant, bird and biodiversity groups have successfully 
maintained interest and enthusiasm of the participating members. 


The successful junior group had to be closed due to lack of numbers. We 
extend our thanks and appreciation to Junior Group Leader, lan Woodland, 
for his dedication and pathfinding effort in this important role. 


Finally, | wish to thank the committee executive members, namely Claire 
McCormick (Vice-president), Barry Lingham (Secretary) and Ray Baverstock 
(Treasurer), together with seven committee members who assisted me 
personally and particularly in my absence during the year. The above 


members still find time to fully participate in club activities and leadership 
roles. 


The past year has been both a rewarding experience and a privilege. 


Ture Hergstrom 
President of the G.F.N.C. Inc. 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 1994/95 


The Bird Group meetings have been, for me, educational, entertaining and 
a pleasant social interaction. 


Margaret Cameron organised a program of interesting speakers, both local 
members and visiting experts. Perhaps the highlight of the year was the 
talk by Clive Minton. Clive and his band of helpers featured recently on the 
"Talk to the Animals" television program that showed the processes used to 
band migrant wader birds. The presenter described Clive as being 
"effervescent". This is an apt description of the man whose incredible 
energy and love of wader birds is matched by his ability to educate and 
enthral both novices and experts in the field of wader studies. We were 
indeed fortunate to have Clive speak to us so soon after his return from the 
pioneering scientific expedition that visited the vast Siberian wilderness 
breeding grounds used by many of the waders that visit us during our 
summer. This area remains one of the last untouched areas on earth. 
Many of the sites visited by the expedition had not been seen by humans 


or were only rarely visited by nomadic tribes of the area. This was a truly 
memorable evening. 


Another speaker with a memorable message was the speaker at our March 
meeting, Khalid Alderbagh. Khalid gave us a deeply disturbing account of 
the environmental destruction that has been occurring in his homeland of 
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Iraq. Khalid was Iraq's last remaining ornithologist when he left in 1992, and 
his story on the mass hunting of birds to feed the starving population and 
the systematic annihilation of the wetlands of Iraq gave us insight into one 
of this century's worst ecological disasters. 


Meme McDonald gave us an account of her activities as an artist involved 
in the production of community theatre based on the life cycle of the Eastem 


Curlew. Alan Lill spoke about his research into the interesting breeding 
habits of the Rainbow Bee-eaters. 


Again our own local members have given us interesting and well presented 
talks. The talent that we possess within our own ranks was shown in 
Gordon McCarthy’s description of birdlife on some Pacific Islands, Rohan 
Bugg’s slides and information on the sea birds of the edge of the continental 
shelf, Craig Morley’s report on his observations of the Australian Hobby, 
John Bottomley’s talk on the birds of Hong Kong, Marilyn Hewish’s account 
of her misfortunes in searching for Orange-bellied Parrots in stormy weather 


at the south end of Tasmania and Valda Dedman’s comprehensive 
coverage of the whistlers of Australia. 


As usual, members of the Bird Group were active in various bird surveys 
including the summer and winter wader counts, the Challenge bird count 


and our own survey of the distribution of Common Mynahs in the Geelong 
area that was coordinated by John Bottomley. 


This year saw the launch of the independent publication of the "Geelong 
Bird Report" which is the result of hard work from Marilyn Hewish and 
Margaret Cameron. The members of our club contribute hundreds of 
observations each year and these are entered on to the data base by Alban 
Lloyd-Jones. Marilyn searched through these records to produce the final 
record of the birds seen over the 1993 year. It is hoped to make this report 
the first of a continuing series of annual reports. Please support this 
publication and encourage others to purchase copies. 


| would like to finish by thanking all those people who voluntarily help out 
each month by setting out chairs, projectors and other equipment and also 


to thank all those who have come to our meetings to share their 
observations and companionship. 


Barry Lingham 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 1994/95 


In presenting this report | am pleased to announce that the club ended 
the year with a small operating surplus. 


This was mainly due to a decrease in printing costs associated with the 
decision to change the format and frequency of the club's journal. 
Although postage costs increased because members had the option of 


having the monthly news posted to them, the-costs were not as high as 
anticipated. 


Unfortunately, membership declined again. Although we welcomed 13 


new members there were 9 resignations and 20 members did not renew 
their subscriptions. 


Despite this, subscriptions of $4033 were in line with budget due to the 
small increase in some fees made last year. Interest received from the 
General Account and our investment in the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus 
totalled $626.48 compared with $511.15 last year. 


For the first time the "Geelong Bird Report" was produced as a separate 
publication and we thank Miss Margaret Cameron and Mrs Marilyn 
Hewish for their efforts in this regard. 


A number of folders for the Newsletters and Journal were purchased for 


resale. Proceeds from both these projects will be fully reflected in next 
year's receipts. 


A grant of $750 has been received from the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources to be used for surveys of Railway Reserves. We 
are grateful to Mrs. Shirley Southcombe who organised two theatre nights 


and Mrs Valda Dedman who sold a number of copies of "From Buckleys 
to the Break." 


Major items of expense were printing $1378.29 (with $660 outstanding) 
Postage $720.87 and Hall rental $615 with $205 outstanding. A further 
payment of $753.80 was made for The Natural Brochure. The final 
printing of 1800 copies costing $741 will be reflected in next year’s 
accounts, thus exhausting the grant of $2000 received from the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 


The club also made donations to the Geelong Environment Council's 
Otways Appeal and to Environment Victoria for the Forests campaign. 
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During the year it was decided to open a No. 2 Account to be used for 
non-core events such as safaris, conferences etc. This account was 
used for the Anglesea workshop and the Australian Naturalists Network 
and was capably handled by Mrs Shirley Southcombe. 


The committee has recommended that subscriptions be held to the same 
rates as last year namely: 


Supporting Members (including monthly publications) $30.00 


Ordinary 22.00 
Joint/Family r m 30.00 
Junior/Student " A 5.00 
Corporate e 7 30.00 
Subscriber to monthly publications only 17.00 
Geelong Bird Report 4.00 
Geelong Bird Report if posted 5.00 


| believe that the club is now in a sound financial position, but we need to 


maintain and hopefully increase our level of membership for this to 
continue. 


| would like to again thank our Membership Officer Mr. Alban Lloyd-Jones 
for his assistance during the year and Mr. David Brunton who again 
agreed to audit the financial statements. 
Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer. 


ANZ V2 PLUS ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
Bank Interest 610.85 Bank Charges 0.95 
Tfr from General A/c 1000.00 Tfr to general A/c 753.80 
(Nature Leaflet) 
Tfr to General A/c 746.20 


Balance at 28/2/95 14,060.43 Balance at 28/2/95 14,170.33 


$15,671.28 $15,671.28 
NOTES: 
$1,000.00 set aside for special purposes (Cape York Safari) 
84.00 " n = (Kimberley Safari) 


741.00 " " "Nature Pamphlet 
Remainder of balance for general use by club: $12,345.33 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDING 28.2.95. 


RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions 4033.00 
Donations/grants 822.00 
Sale of badges 2.00 
Sales of publications 147.93 


"Sick & Inj books 7.45 


" Buckleys/Break 209.00 
Trading Table 10.00 
Fund Raising 303.35 
Bank Interest 15.63 


Coffee Sales 13.30 
Advertising 25.00 
Tfr from ANZ V2 A/c 
(Nature Leaflet) 753.80 
Tfr from ANZ V2 A/c 
(General A/c) 746.20 
Sundries 31.20 
CASH BOOK BALANCE 
B/Fwd 28/3/94 549.66 
$7,669.62 


PAYMENTS 
Printing &Typing 1378.29 
Bank charges 43.98 


Stationery, photocopy 94.90 
Postage . 720.87 
Hall rental 615.00 
Subs to other clubs 309.50 
Donations 100.00 
Publications resale 481.50 


Excursions/conference 200.00 
Spkrs Travel Expenses 100.00 


Insurance Premiums 440.85 
Sundries, registration 83.44 
Library Purchases 58.95 
Fixtures, Fittings 228.00 
Nature leaflet 753.80 
Tfr to ANZ V2 A/c 1000.00 


CASH BOOK BALANCE 
C/fwd 28/2/95 1060.54 


$7,669.62 


FUNDS STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 28-2-95. 


Funds balance at 28/2/94 $12,031.09 
Funds balance at 28/2/95 
General A/c balance $1,060.54 
ANZ V2 A/c (Clubs portion) $12,345.23 13,405.77 
Surplus at 28/2/95 1,374.68 
Less Estimated Liabilities 
Ken Jenkin Printer Newsletter (6 mths) $480 
aes: ; Magazine supplement $180 
Hall Rental (Term 1) $205 865.00 


Estimated surplus for year 


$509.68 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 1994/95. 


Once again our group has enjoyed a year’s program of diverse subjects 
presented by nine keen members plus Bill Gunn and John James who are 
well known local plant enthusiasts. 


Our meeting subjects were Plant Families - Bill Gunn, Garden Weeds - Bob 
Preston, Bellarine Peninsula Remnant Vegetation - Joanne Heatlie, Local 
Vegetation Needing Help - Graeme Stockton, Plants Used By Koories - Lou 
Lane, Colac Orchids - Joe Hubbard, Plant Identification at Anglesea 
Workshop - Winston Huggins, Grassland Ecosystems - Mark Trengove, 
Indigenous Wetland Plants - Chris Hose, Travels of an Amateur Botanist - 
John James, Preserving Herbarium Specimens - Leila Ramsay and Valda 
Dedman. The presentations by Joanne, Graeme, Mark and Chris gave us 
a further insight into the value of preserving and re-establishing our 
indigenous vegetation - a pressing and ongoing issue. 


Our excursions to local wetlands and Grasstree Park with Chris Hose and 
Winston Huggins and to the Otways with Joe Hubbard were informative, 
enjoyable outings and the species observed were noted for future reference. 


A number of GFNC members were involved at the VFNCA Field Skills 
Workshop at Anglesea in October and Winston Huggins’ contribution in 
Setting up and attending to the plant identification sessions was notable and 
greatly appreciated by all the participants. 


Club excursions and campouts always provide plenty of opportunities for 
members to practise and enjoy their own special interest. This year, 
excursions to Werribee, northern Bellarine Peninsula, Serendip, Breamlea, 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, Brisbane Ranges, Anglesea, Barwon Estuary, 
Breakwater, Duck Island and Colac featured many different plant habitats 
and we thank the leaders for those interesting outings. 


The highlight of our club campout at Mt Cole was meeting Stan Kelly. Stan, 
who is well known for his books on Eucalypts led us on an excursion to Mt 
Langhi Ghiran and in the evening spoke about his paintings of Fungi - they 
were wall to wall and magnificent. 


During our campout at Mt Hotham, we met two enthusiastic Park Rangers, 
Peter Duncan and Kim Thomas, who were eager to show us the work they 
are doing to protect and re-establish the vulnerable vegetation of the high 
plains. Their job is not an easy one but their effort is commendable and 
appreciated. 
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We have undertaken a Botanic Guardians Project for the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources on behalf of our club. Our task is to 
assess, determine management issues and possible threats, and provide 
possible management solutions of five remnant grassland sites on railway 
reserves at Pettavel, Winchelsea, Wingeel and Elaine. The project 
commenced with a hurried initial survey late last Spring and will be 
completed December 1995 following Autumn, late Winter and Spring 
surveys. The assistance of all club members is sought so that hopefully a 
comprehensive report on soils and flora and fauna can be documented. 


Some of our older long-time members are now unable to attend group 
activities. The contribution they have made to our club and the plant group 
in particular is often referred to with gratitude. We appreciate what they 
have done and thank them sincerely especially for helping and sharing their 
knowledge with learners. We hope their occasional visits to the bush 
remind them of great times spent with their fellow field naturalists at 
excursions and campouts and still gives them awe-inspiring enjoyment even 
though they cannot assume the heads-down-tail-up position. We welcome 
the new members who are taking the place of the oldies and are confident 
that next year’s program will prove informative, interesting and enjoyable to 
all. 


Dick Southcombe. 


LIBRARY REPORT 1994/95 


The library has had another positive year with many people taking 
advantage of its ever growing collection of books, magazines and 
newsletters. 


New members please note that this facility is open to all and is included 
in your subscription. 


There have been many book donations over the year - thank you to all 
concerned. 


Thanks also go to our library assistants, - Cecily Lawrie, Valerie Lloyd- 
Jones, Lauris Mathison, Lorraine Preston and Isobel Wager - for their 
help at the table, as well as our book coder Valda Dedman. 


Betty Moore. 
Hon Librarian. 
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The next issue of the Geelong Naturalist is scheduled for distribution at 
the August General Meeting. 


Front cover design by Fay Wray. 


G.F.N.C. Inc. 
P.O. Box 1047. 
Geelong, 3220. 


